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: : ly technique possible or the 
the situation must be the result of prior physiological activity, identical in earough evolution which, Sa Tie Rais. es is that ‘idea 
case; for example, if it is claimed the light movement is the result of Movevelopment of biological He ieee Gf the level of consciarigaees 
particles in the aqueous humour everybody must have the Same sized partiontro?’ is an inherent Eee ue ically, the only conclusion must be that 
in exactly the same place at the same time, moving in the same direction at involved, and since it did not arise g : 
Same speed, and this situation arises every time the experiment iS carried me str : layed by the ‘idea’ hypothesis in the apparitional 
The chances of such an Occurrence arising fortuitously are remote in the extrer [he significance of the part played by 
in fact, virtually impossible, and these conditions apply io any theory based oheory 
physiological Junction. The inference is obvious. ato 


rical associations, we 


5 é 
: i d Moberly.” Ifthé 
: : ae eee recorded by Jourdain an 
In the case of the solitary observer, whose Sensory image of the light is yet the Versailles type virgen the ‘idea’ may well create a holy figure 
Primarily influenced by an ‘idea’ the image remains either Stationary or movesjbserver is of, say, a religious disp : i i i 


i i ind nt ofan ‘idea’, for 
the Journal.2 Control of movement is total and the light can be directed the consciousness on the induceme : 


whichever direction may be desired, or it can be rendered Stationary, Tapparently no physical basis. ee eer ee ee ee ree 
observer sees it follow his ‘willed’ direction because there is now an ‘idea’ in th It is probably useless to specu 


dy been mentio @ . : their behaviour would suggest, then the human intelli ence, y ith its limitations, 
»e& er ents 2 k Ss 
untamay be incapable of compr ehending them We might have no alter native but to 
7 d Xp imen with esis and vol 


the same elements and exist in the same area of consciousness. Since Sensory an Delgany, Co. Wicklow 
hallucinatory images are indistinguishable, there would appear to be gouJRELAND 
grounds for including Sensory perception. However, there is one seriog 
objection in that Sensory images are obviously not initiated basically by an ‘idea’ iOxe 
by a brain State, and yet it can be shown that their behaviour may h ; ION: RECENT CONTRIBUT 

controlled by nothing more than an ‘idea’. This implies that the visual corte PARAPSYCHOLOGY AND PROM ie 
cannot be an integral part of the image (contrary to a widely held opinion), ne F 
can it create the image as some kind of Physiological appendage. It seems merek 
to provide information from which the consciousness May, or may not, create: 
percept. ; . ligion’is a topic that 

Normally, in the creation ofa percept, consciousness always follows a patter Discussion on the relationship of psi eee (ee ee 
woul leery be es wih rangement hae we ioe enenwise gy Geter eo 1977), Some have tee 
would clearly be impossible. uch an arrangement has undou edly come int arapsychological point o aay iences (Lang, 
existence, as Tyrrell points out in considerable detail, through biologica a es ree are at the root of religious beliefs and experie 

i ding control of such, P*’ 
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dress al PY, an insubstantial ‘idea’ is a phenomenon which indisput ianon. The Complete AN 
: FEY Reteas £ The Ghosts of the Trianon. he € 

ably exists, as can be demonstrated experimentally. How and 3), >t RDP96-00792R000400220001 #9 ay Faun Mind oe 
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seein iat the’p ee provide evidence for a basic teneychronisms are parapsychological phenomena consisting of ESP communica 
1953) The latter r nie h pe aan aspect of human beings (Rhiyn between the visionaries’ brains while in an altered state of consciousness. 
common interest = aie sates Penerous studies and parapsychology shangwever, one wonders if such an explanation is necessary. The authors do not 

Other writers h a ; of survival of bodily death. msider the effect of practice, or previous experience of the children in the 
religions such as Jude ; aa es psychic phenomena in relation to Spe¢oduction of the phenomenon. It is conceivable that after having had months or 
addition, there ha ae (Bazak, 1972) and Islam (Gr unebaum, 1966). sars of experience of trance behaviour the children have learned a routine of 
Christian context i h = ees attention paid to psychic phenomena in \ovements while in trance and have developed shared assumptions about the 
saints (Thurston 1952), 2 a a eau aga around Catholic mystics apsition or movements of the apparition, or sensibility to subtle sensory cues that 
1985). More recently. a Phenomena such as Marian apparitions (Fr eixegay be helpful to coordinate the phendfnena described as synchronisms. This 
disense: dina ed - ae of parapsychology and religion has‘ benjecture may not be substantiated by empirical evidence, but it is the sort of 
1987) and is fre a cere Parapsychology Foundation (Shapin & Copnsideration that we have to take into account before concluding that the 
Christian Paraps chal is : Papa ee ubjications such henomena in question may be explained by recourse to an ESP process. 

One of the aSeen eh fas : sere of Relig ct and Psychical Research. " Two other presenters discussed psychic phenomena associated with particular i 
Italian j 1 at contributions to the subject in question appeared in thdividuals. Father Reginaldo Thorel talked about paranormal phenomena in: 
Phe pct a 20, whole issue). The jourthe life of St. Catherine of Siena. His discussion included mention” of 


i i 'gion and parapsychology. In this report I i 
briefly summarize and comment on the contents of the readin © i. pee aia ar thc ‘dividual’ acs are receiving more weight in 
i y 
‘ : Th ideas about _Psyclych processes. a 
__i he coverage ranged from the activities: Giancarlo Rosati described a variety of phenomena reported around the 
18th century activities {ndian swami Sai Baba, who claims to be an Avatar. ae ee oo 
i ccording to Resch psychyf phenomena such as materialization of objects and healings. However, in 
peaneess Pe aa ten meee Bocanse they ae foster wor ldviews ns opinion this is not the important aspect of Sai Baba’s phenomena. He 
may manifest in ways ea a conventional doctrine, or thplaced more importance on the spiritual transformations that were reported to 
apparitions and healin ) Pceaaon: Catholic beliefs (e.g., some cases pccur to people around Baba. The proceedings also include a short paper about 
studying the authenticit ie : ae fclnnige Hey Oe useful in terms®aba’s doctrine and interpersonal relationships by Angelo Chiari. Saale 
has been made before by oth aa of miraculous claims. This is a point thénterested in more in depth information about Sai Baba should consult _ 
attempt has been made ie ne a ents of ‘the pas when, for example, aHaraldsson’s (1987) recent book on the subject. 7 4 
from ‘demonic’ or human mee : ac between ‘true’ mystical phenomen The rest of the presenters dealt with conceptual issues. Emilio Servadio Heys 
Other presentations ses ap oe occurrences (e.g., Farges, 1920/1925).that psi phenomena are partly physical and partly metaphysical or transcenden- 
with phenomena re ae ee SRE general Sroups: papers dealinal. Since science deals with the physical world the scientific method was 
conceptual issues 7 © occur around particular individuals and Witlconsidered to be inadequate for a complete understanding of psi. Similarly, 
In one of the fost interesti f Seas Sergio Bernardi argued that the idea of different levels of reality is clearly seen ze 
Marco Margnelli aintiaeiied paychopnvaniodiel co ee Seely anFastern religions and philosophies. Psychic phenomena was seen as a natura 
i i co researches conducted witl f systems such as yoga. 
sie enes oe pan ie visions of the Virgin Mary since 1981 yet to the ae mentioned papers Alfonso di Nola rejected the 
‘gs achironisnis! a Sa i of the phenomena the children show is that Gexistence of a transcendental world. Instead he postulated an objective and a 
during ecstasy. The oa s . gestures done at the same time by all childretsubjective reality. He suggested that all paranormal occurrences (including so 
include visual and audito ai ‘a ie pean subjected to a variety of tests whict called magical and miraculous events) may be explained by human psi aaa 
respiration rate ene is ‘ rues galvanic skin response, heart ani Di Nola criticized scientists who do not want to study the paranormal - e 
that while the children ain ae or's views the resear ch has demonstrated basis of prejudice, as well as those that use the paranormal to justify re igious 
sensorially isolated from ae to have their visionary experiences ‘the brain if prejudice. This paper provides a good balance to the other articles in the Quaderni 
to be caused by signals fe ene eee [and] the synchronisms do not seem that argue for a nonphysical and transcendental view of psychic puaranes 
syichfonisnis feeaees oe i the environment . -: Some of the studies o There was also a roundtable discussing the issues of the conference. 
movements when they wer. a ere Two children showed similar eye Ferdinando Bersani summarized the previous papers and argued that parapsy- 
showed that their eve one 5 Se ANG ENE SEPerton Of Mary. Analyses of films chology presents two dimensions. One was the attempt to explain phenomena in 
200 to 500 milli : Sear eC ech other within a variation of natural ways (i.e., as human faculties). Another was the possibility that psi 
ese renee ane Maree interpret this to mean that indicated the existence of a spiritual realm. In his opinion some phenomena 
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Prospero Lambertini, known as Pope Benedict XIV. A 
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Suggest: (1) other levels of reality (NDEs); (2) survival of death (ND REFERENCES 


mediumship); (3) independence of the physical body (OBKs, ESP PK); andazaks J: (1972). Judaism and Psychic Phenomena. New York: Garrett. 
i ; : ; 1923 


A ¢ : : : eo iaboli terfeits. New York: 
ia with miracles (PK, materializations, apporis, healing) He 28: A. ( on sen raaerie Simmer aca their Human and Diabolical Counterfeits. New 
outline . ‘ ‘Benzinger. (First published in Fr F . ' a4 

several explanatory models of psychic 


Hocus Or supernatural and human causal processes. runebaum, G. E. von. (1966). The place of parapsychological phenomena in Islam. International 


After Bersani’s comments ici i 
; participants and observers discussed further iss,Journal of Parapsychology, 8, 264-280. : 
related to the topic of the conference. For lack of space I will mention only twiat!dsson, E. Oe oe wore Ge 


i i i Sense. London: Longmans, Green. 

ie pease se Resch recognized the practical difficulties that the Church fa a Hees pees fe he Ous & Esai 
ivi i 7 . Wy . ° ¥ r “yy 
Fee nonstrating divine intervention when trying to explain miracles: Fine J. B. (1953). New World of the Mind. New York: William Sloane. 


Liverziani commented on the differences between mediumistic and éainhapin, B., & Coly, L. (Eds.). (1987). Parapsychology, Philosophy and Religious Concepts. New York: 
hapin, B., 


levitations, as seen in D. D. Home and Joseph Copertino. In his view Ho} Parapsychology Foundation. 


sate : tat ‘oj ies.’ In S. Krippner (Ed.), Advances in 
produced levitations through . : . Thouless, R. H. (1977). ‘Implications for religious studies : 
§ the use of psychic energy, while Copertini Patapsveholiiieal Research: 1. Psychokinesis. New York: Plenum Press, 175-190. 


levitations were the product of his spiritual energy. This is reminiscent of Lerof}, H. (1952). The Physical Phenomena of Mysticism (J. H. Crehan, Ed.). LORE EEE 
(1928) attempts to distinguish the levitations of saints and mediums. Sv ee : . 
attempts to establish different causal processes of psychic phenomena _ 


ideas. Even if we admit differences of magnitude in the phenomena 4 


explanation may be one of different social or psychological contexts. F THE SPINELLI DATABASE 
es religious setting may provide a psychological set (e.g., no sense! ‘ 
personal responsibility in producing the phenomena) in which levitations ac by Berry Marxwick 


ae! phenomena manifest in a stronger way than in other contexts. Sul 
ie sneer sae ae iors Pe than mediumistic seances or oth I should like to offer some comments on Rick Berger’s ‘Note’, in the October 
psitunctioning. Ihe point is that w i : ar inati inelli Dissertation Data’. 
§ Pp e have to consider oth ggg Journal, entitled ‘A Critical Examination of the Spinelli Dissert 


possibilities before committing ourselves to ex lanati ing li i i inelli’s reply in the 
for their support. 8 p ions having little evidenty able and page numbers refer to that article and to Ernesto Spinelli’s reply 
same Journal. 


The contributors to this conference mention issues that have been repeated 


discussed in the literature on the subject. Some show interest in anomalol * 

phenomena reported to occur around particular individuals in a reli gf EFFECT piZy AnD: HONOCENEIES a 
context. Others focus on how parapsychology shows the existence of ; Dr. Berger expresses surprise that the effect sizes of randomly removed subsets 
nonphysical reality, a basic tenet of all’ religions. Still others argue for tkto trials (Table 3) are virtually identical to the effect sizes of the original sets 
practical use of parapsychology in distinguishing between human a supd (Table 1). Yet surely this would be expected by virtue of the definition of effect 
natural causal processes or in the authentication of miracles But is the body isize: for a given hit probability and hit rate, effect size is constant for Jatge 
knowledge of parapsychology consistent and reliable enough to hel us ex jot numbers of trials. Or perhaps Berger’s point is that the effect ar for ale 
these issues? The answer can hardly be a positive one. For one, a sHonld { randomly removed subsets are too close to those of the original sets: We have: 


careful to avoid confusing ignorance of causal mechanisms with evidence { Observed hits, 1,500-trial sets 672 528 386 

transcendental realities or nonphysical Processes as some members of th Expected hits, 500-trial subsets 224 176 128.667 

aia a eda aie eae are prone to do. We also have to recognize ho Expected hits, 1,000-trial paired sets 448 oe ease 
we Know about psi phenomena in naturalisti 5; ’ Oheer: : -tri t 221 

involved in the literature sa co west Such as the: ont Obscnved ‘its, 200-tael snvect® +3 #9 +3.667 


_th on miracles. At this point the be. i Deviati 
speculate within reasonable limits and be aware cat if Ba es ate ace 
a meaningful for issues such as the study of miracles or the influence ¢ The total chi-square is 
grous environments on the manifestation of psychic phenomena it will havet 4. .:..: loser oute 
pay more attention to its subject matter as it occurs outside of the laboratory. rena te - 
“unr : 


0.0603 0.6903 0.1568 


0.9074, 3 df, p = 0.82. This means that the probability of 
ome in regard to effect size is 0.18—which is quite 
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Box 6847 7 Cnoice DistripuTion Matrix: DiscREPANCIES 
Durham, NC 27708 Berger points out that five of the ten rows of the choice distribution matrix 
oe: : Table 6) show unequal numbers of targets sent and received, although the row 
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pone energy nee 
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